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Planning Commission
Meeting Minutes
Members Present: Scott Enos- presiding, Elizabeth Shoemaker, Mignon Probst, and Scott Keller 2nd Alt.
Staff: Brian Preece-Town Planner, Arlene Buehler-Clerk\Recorder
Public: Bob Kowallis, Blake Howell, Jen Howell
Call to Order:  The Meeting called to order at 7:05 p.m.

Prayer: Mignon Probst
Approval of Meeting Minutes July 26th, 2018 – Scott Keller makes a motion to approve the minutes for July 2018. Elizabeth Shoemaker seconds the motion. Voting is unanimous among the members present and the minutes are approved as written.
Public Comment: No public comment.
Application for Concept approval for a 6 lot private street subdivision generally located at 3566 West 3000 South – Brian Preece explains that this is basically a discussion of their vision or a concept plan and opportunity to ask any questions as well as the Commission asking any questions they may have for the applicants. Blake Howell states that the clerk had provided him the ordinances and he had been reviewing them and has sought out Brian Balls at Summit Engineering as his engineer who is aware of the ordinances and requirements of Charleston and he has asked him to work on the impact statement as well as he has contacted Tracy Richardson at the health department for help and approval of the septic portion of the application. Blake Howell states he has been talking with Ted Greenfield and will probably use a similar CC&R as Ted has chosen to use even though he realizes that it is quite a bit more restrictive than our ordinance require. Blake states that he was raised in a very rural area and he and his wife are looking forward to getting back to a small town area and really like Charleston.  Blake then states he and his wife are new to this type of project and wants to know if the Commission had any questions for them.  Elizabeth Shoemaker asks if they are planning to continue to purchase this property on the condition they get the approval from the Commission for this application and Blake responds that they are under contract at this time. Brian Preece explains that this is a very common practice because if they are not going to be able to continue with their project most people don’t want to pay out the expenses that this type of project will incur and so it only makes sense to seek approval first before finalizing the purchase. Elizabeth Shoemaker states you obviously have not sent out the letters of intent since she is on the list and has not received one. Brian Preece explains that isn’t required until later in the process but she will get one if they move forward. Blake Howell asks who is responsible for sending out the letters. The clerk states she will send out letters to the names he provides on the list of property owners within 1000 ft. of their property and typically the applicant should provide stamped envelopes to the clerk at this stage of the process. Scott Keller asks the applicants why he didn’t just put houses on what he has labeled as lot 1 and 6, and not subdivide the property. Blake Howell states it is basically financial circumstances, he would sell off the other lots to help offset his expense to build his own home. Scott Enos asks if they had considered what Charleston calls clustering. Brian Preece explains that this is done by not getting any more lots, but by building the homes all in a smaller area maybe towards the front or even the back of the subdivision and then leaving the remaining acreage for more of a common use area such as an open field for hay, a horse barn and or maybe a playground or clubhouse. This would help give the appearance that there is still more open space. Scott Enos states to Blake that you have other options other than what he considers a cookie cutter subdivision. Scott Enos explains that a while back an organization came to them and presented this type of development and after listening to the presentation they felt like it made a lot of sense. He goes on to explain that if residents have a full acre of property it isn’t always maintained but if they have a quarter acre they usually have it all manicured and landscaped and then the rest of the area makes it look more open and it gives a feeling of a more residential area rather than a huge subdivision. Blake Howell states he had read a little about it but wasn’t sure what it was about and he appreciates the idea and he will think about it. After more discussion, Mignon Probst makes a motion to grant approval for the concept plan for a six lot subdivision located at 3566 West 3000 South. Elizabeth Shoemaker seconds the motion. Voting is unanimous. The concept plan is approved.
Meeting adjourned at 7:35 pm. 
______________________________

Submitted by Arlene Buehler, 
Charleston Town Recorder 

